

	
	
	



Research for Innovative Food Policy Fund (“Innovation Fund”)
Letter of Intent Form for Applicants

Key Considerations when filling out this Letter of Intent form:
· Letters of Intent will only be accepted in English.
· Please ensure all fields are complete and submit no later than Friday, March 20, 2026 23:59 US EST
· All applications must be submitted via the following online platform: https://unc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2mMD6KLnxclzBPM
· Please note that the open-ended questions below have specified character limits that should not be exceeded.
· LOI on the online platform cannot be saved to return to later, so please consider drafting your responses in this document before transferring them to the online platform.
· Make sure to click SUBMIT to ensure your LOI has been uploaded to the platform. If you have any technical difficulties or questions about the form, please visit our website (https://www.globalfoodresearchprogram.org/research-for-innovative-food-policy-fund/) or contact gfrp-innovation@cpc.unc.edu.
Concept Note Form for Applicants
Applications can only be accepted in English

Principal Investigator’s Organization Information *

	1. Organization Legal Name
	

	2. Organization Type
	☐ University
☐ Research think-tank
☐ Other non-governmental and not-for-profit entity 

	3. Principal Investigator Name and Title 
	(First name, Surname, Job Title)


	4. Primary Contact Email Address (for all correspondence)
	

	5. Alternate Contact Email Address 
	

	6. Organization/research team Website/s (if applicable) 
	



Confirmation of Basic Eligibility Requirements

[bookmark: _Int_edpHvYkP]Please confirm the following statements in this section with a 'YES' to confirm your eligibility: 

Please note if you are NOT able to confirm each of the statements in this section with a ‘YES’, you are NOT eligible to apply and the application will be terminated. 
7. The principal investigator, co-investigators and other key research personnel have NOT received any funding within the last 5 years, from any company that manufactures, distributes, markets, or sells tobacco products, or that provides legal representation, public relations or lobbying services, or marketing assistance to any member of the tobacco industry. *
☐ Yes, I confirm this statement
[bookmark: _Int_TB7ufIx7]☐ No, I do not confirm this statement (*Please note selecting this option indicates you  are NOT ELIGIBLE for this Open Call and your application will be terminated)

8. The principal investigator, co-investigators and other key research personnel have NOT received any funding within the last 3 years from any manufacturer or wholesaler of ultra-processed foods, sweetened beverages, or from any entity that represents the interests of these industries. *
☐ Yes, I confirm this statement
☐ No, I do not confirm this statement (*Please note selecting this option indicates you are NOT ELIGIBLE for this Open Call and your application will be terminated)

9. This Concept Note meets the following project eligibility criteria as outlined in the Open Call:*
· Must represent a significant departure from the status quo:  
· For policies that are well established in the healthy food environment space (e.g., taxes, labeling, marketing, school foods, procurement), the proposal must focus on a new type of policy design that has never been implemented in a jurisdiction nor tested in the literature.  
· Other acceptable strategies are those that have not yet been considered in the healthy food policy sector but may work well based on evidence from other fields (tobacco, environment, social development) and a solid theory of change. 
· Must focus on mandatory policy, such as legislation or regulation, not individual-level interventions or voluntary initiatives. 
· Be feasible to implement in the real world.
· Have potential for scalability to national/sub-national level with eventual expansion to a region.
· Projects that are based only on legal research are NOT eligible; projects that include legal research can be considered if they are paired with other substantial research.
· LOIs that do NOT have the express objective of research on innovative food policy options will NOT be eligible (for example, LOIs that have the primary objective of carrying out research on a nutrition education program, or to evaluate or test existing policies with only minor tweaks to policy design, etc. are not eligible).  
☐ Yes, I confirm this statement
☐ No, I do not confirm this statement (*Please note selecting this option indicates you are NOT ELIGIBLE for this Open Call and your application will be terminated)

If you are not able to confirm each statement above (#7-9) with a ‘YES’, you are not eligible to apply.

Basic Project Information

	10. Project Title: *
	

	11. Country (where project will take place): *
	

	12. Requested Funding Amount (in USD): *
Applicants may request up to USD $100,000 direct costs.
	(Value must be a number)


	13. Project Duration (up to 18 months): *
	____ months
(Value must be a number)



14. Is this a joint application? Joint applications must demonstrate complementary roles. *
Yes  ☐     No ☐

Please ONLY complete this section below ‘Additional Organizational Information’ if you answered “yes” to the previous questions because you are submitting a joint application. 
Additional Organizational Information (*this section is for joint applications only)
	APPLICANT ORGANIZATION #2

	1. Organization Legal Name 
	

	2. Organization Type
	☐ University
☐ Research think-tank
☐ Other non-governmental and not-for-profit entity 

	3. Investigator Name and Title 
	(First name, Surname, Job Title)

	4. Primary Contact Email Address
	

	5. Alternate Contact Email Address 

	

	6. Organization/research team Website/s (if applicable) 
	

	APPLICANT ORGANIZATION #3

	1. Organization Legal Name 
	

	2. Organization Type
	☐ University
☐ Research think-tank
☐ Other non-governmental and not-for-profit entity 

	3. Investigator Name and Title 
	(First name, Surname, Job Title)

	4. Primary Contact Email Address (for all correspondence)
	

	5. Alternate Contact Email Address 
	

	6. Organization/research team Website/s (if applicable) 
	




Project Goal & Justification

PROJECT ELIGIBILITY 
·  The proposed research project must focus on a specific policy. Policies should focus on those that disincentivize consumption of unhealthy ultraprocessed foods (UPFs); incentivize the consumption of healthy, minimally processed foods (MPFs); or otherwise regulate the ultraprocessed food industry’s ability to widely market or promote UPFs or displace MPFs. 
 
The proposed research project must meet the following criteria: 
 
· Must represent a significant departure from the status quo:  
· For policies that are well established in the healthy food environment space (e.g., taxes, labeling, marketing, school foods, procurement), the proposal must focus on a new type of policy design that has never been implemented in a jurisdiction nor tested in the literature.  
· Other acceptable strategies are those that have not yet been considered in the healthy food policy sector but may work well based on evidence from other fields (tobacco, environment, social development) and a solid theory of change. 
· Must focus on mandatory policy, such as legislation or regulation, not individual-level interventions or voluntary initiatives. 
· Be feasible to implement in the real world.
· Have potential for scalability to national/sub-national level with eventual expansion to a region.
· Projects that are based only on legal research are NOT eligible; projects that include legal research can be considered if they are paired with other substantial research.
· LOIs that do NOT have the express objective of research on innovative food policy options will NOT be eligible (for example, LOIs that have the primary objective of carrying out research on a nutrition education program, or to evaluate or test existing policies with only minor tweaks to policy design, etc. are not eligible).  

15. Please describe the primary focus (specific policy area) of your project (max 200 characters). *
16. Please describe the secondary focus(es) for your project (max 300 characters).*

Project Details
17. Please submit a 1 page PDF (including references), single spaced, minimum 11-point font Letter of Intent with .5” margins, that lays out:
· Project rationale & why it is innovative. Explain how this work will lead to food policy transformation.
· Potential for scalability: Indicate whether the project will have a national, regional, or global impact. Preference will be given for regional (multi-country) or global projects.
· Team: Describe roles and explain why you are qualified for this research. Highlight prior experience tackling innovative research on a short time frame and explain how this work will inform longer-term research and policy agenda.
· Approach: Describe the proposed research methods. Include feasibility (how this work can be accomplished in 12-18 months) and outline dissemination plans.
· Budget: Provide total anticipated direct costs, anticipated indirect costs (note 15% cap), and any higher-level justification.


IMPORTANT NOTES
· All LOIs must be submitted in PDF format no later than Friday, March 20, 2026 23:59 US EST at the following online platform: https://unc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2mMD6KLnxclzBPM
· For general questions regarding the Research for Innovative Food Policy Fund, including the application process, please visit our website (https://www.globalfoodresearchprogram.org/research-for-innovative-food-policy-fund/) or contact gfrp-innovation@cpc.unc.edu.
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